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f Foreword \

RESEARCH HORIZON

Teaching and Research are found to be inseparable and mutually supportive to each other. Research makes
learners achievement oriented. Every professor is to act like a scientist, in search of new knowledge. They
should be encouraged to build a research team consisting of UG and PG students along with lab assistants.
Institutions must change their culture in favour of research. Research brings more money, more endowments,
name and fame for institution.

Research and Education are like two ends of a bow. The arrow does not move forward unless the two ends of
the bow are tightly tied together by a string. Neither end has a force without the support of other. An institution
needs to bind the two ends together, namely education and research to provide quality education. There is a
saying that Research and Innovation plays important role in improving the quality of teacher educators.
Though research is not limited to scholars or academicians, it is scholarly activity and not so simple.
Researchers require certain skills, capacities, competencies which will be built in teacher educators.
Research can be used as a tool for personality development. Marityn Chochran from U.K. in 2007 identified
four metaphors for research in the context of teacher education such as Research as a weapon, Research as
warranty, Research as Foundation and Research as a Stance. Thus research capacity building creates a
culture to enhance professional practice in teacher educators which contributes to enhance professionalism
ofteacher.

It is necessary to develop a research attitude among the teachers. There are various ways for developing
research attitude e.g. through research degrees, publishing research papers, research articles, organizing
various seminars, conferences, refresher course, workshops etc. One is to write research papers and articles
to publish these in various national and international research journals.

From a study conducted in the U.K., Swan and Brown (1999) found that authors tended to consider firstly the
reputation of the journal by using the impact factor, followed by international reach and coverage by
abstracting and indexing services. They also found that scientists are much more concerned about the
availability of an electronic version of the journal than are workers in the arts.

Itis extremely important to create opportunities for mentoring of researchers by senior scholars from India and
abroad through discussions / participation in conferences in India and abroad. To discuss new ideas and
discover fresh perspectives in existing and past issues, it is essential that research institutes and higher
education institutions, in collaboration with certain policy think tank organize discussion forums and
conferences. Such events always foster knowledge exchange and allow research culture to be fostered, since
research papers and empirical analyses are share and disseminated. It also allows free-flow of questioning
and critique of concepts which enhance research quality of potential researchers. Keeping these points in
mind, some of the research papers presented in our college during the International Conference on 'Tourism'
and 2" International Conference on Humanities and Sciences on 'Emerging Trends in Multiculturalism' at Bali-
Indonesia have beenincluded in this journal.

We extend our gratitude towards the research paper contributors, our panel of Experts, Senior Editor, Editorial
and Advisory Board and Managing Editorial Team. We congratulate the contributors of papers / articles for
passing through the test of editorial review board.

We are thankful to Shri. Chandrasen Merchant for generously supporting us financially for last fourteen years.
Without this moral support and active encouragement, it would not be possible for our team to bring out such
an intellectually enriching publication. We specially thank our Managing Trustees and other members for
being constant source of motivation for us.

With warm regards
Yours truly,

Dr. Harshada Rathod (Principal)

thef Editor (Research Horizons) J
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From Senior Editor’s Desk

Dear Reader,

Research Horizon has moved ahead in terms of special focus on Humanities to bring
flavor of literary traditions from across the world in English, Hindi and Guijarati.
Humanities through their histories, cultures, language and literature help us to be
informed citizens to live in a multicultural ecosystem. The humanities nurture
creativity and sensitivity towards people from different communities. Humanities
generate healthy curiosity to understand nuances of different life situations. With this
perspective in mind, Research Horizon has decided to bring out alternate issue on the
Humanities focused content in the form of research articles, book-reviews and
academically rigorous essays in English, Hindi and Gujarati.

In the English section, the current issue highlights wide range of concerns such as
Multicultural Ethnic Identity, trend analysis of Indian Cinema, Cinematic portrayal of
tourism by Bollywood.

The Hindi section has included articles with special focus on Hindi Cinema with
respect to music, depiction of social responsibility, crimes in the name of 'honour',
creative freedom, impact on children, cinema for social transformation, cinema and
poetry, cinema and literature, portrayal of homosexuality in Hindi Cinema.

Gujarati section of this issue includes two case studies of Gujarati epic novels
presented in the form of feature films as well as critical review of literature- novels and
short stories of renowned litterateur Himanshi Shelat.

Hope our readers will be inspired by this issue and will be motivated to send their
original articles for the Research Horizons. Please motivate the scholars in your circle
to contribute their humanities focused articles, book reviews, literary criticism and
profile of literary traditions in different cultures and geographies.

Yours faithfully,
Prof. Vibhuti Patel
Senior Editor (Research Horizons)

\
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MULTICULTURAL ETHNIC IDENTITY : PARADOX OFBEING AND

BECOMING IN MALAYSIAIN K.S.MANIAM'S INAFAR COUNTRY

*A. Athiappan

e N
ABSTRACT

“How does the individual pull up cultural roots and retain a sense of life’s significance; how can one not
divest oneself of a specific group identity in this modern age of levelling multiplicity?” (Sharrad, x)

Ethnicity is vital to all races. A race claims to possess its heritage and culture through the maintenance
of its own ethnicity. No race claims to have the homogeneity in ethnicity. Over the passage of time, the
homogeneity is rather despoiled by various political and cultural factors. During the colonial era, the
non-whites attempted all the ways to retain their originality in ethnic identities. After the colonization, the
natives strained hard to reclaim their ethnic identities, which were spoiled by the colonizers. The post-
independence brought the fresh complexities in the life of the natives. Throughout the world, the ethnic
groups within a nation’s boundary came into conflicts after 1950s. It is hard to achieve the homogeneity
of identity and culture in the event of globalised cultures. It is harder for the migrants to maintain the
unhybridised culture, when they are displaced in an alien land. While maintaining their own identity and
indigenous culture, they become a part of the multicultural society. Hence, the New Diaspora encompasses
the kaleidoscopic dimensions of multitudinous cultures. In a multicultural country like Malaysia, diversity
becomes not the cause for unity but a cause for communal rivalry. Though there is discrimination resulting
in the exchange of values, there is collective ‘oneness’ giving way to separate individualism. This paper
tries to excavate the experiences of various ethnics whom are in the paradox of being Malaysian and
becoming Malaysian.

Key Words: K.S.Maniam, Tamil Ethnic Identity, Malaysian Tamil Diaspora, Multiculturalism, The New
Diaspora, Diasporic Transformation.

- J

Subramaniam Krishnan, also known as K.S. Maniam, a Malaysian-Indian writer, was born in Bedong, a small
town in Kedah situated in the rural north of Malaysia. Like many immigrants, his family had migrated from India
to the Malay Peninsula around 1916. As a prolific writer, Maniam wrote novels, plays and short stories. His first
novel The Return (1981) is autobiographical. The narrator, Ravi, is a representative of the first Malaysian - born
generation. ‘Ratnamuni’ was his first short story that depicts the experience of a semi - literate estate worker
Muniandy. It also depicts the deep Indian cultural roots of South India with the special emphasis on the
symbols of ‘uduku’ and ‘thundu’. Maniam wrote his second novel In a Far Country (1993) which narrates the
story of Rajan. It portrays the life of poverty-stricken rubber plantation workers. It also faithfully records the
events of Rajan’s father’s escape from India to Malaysia. After many hardships, his son Rajan achieved success
in business. Maniam’s wrote a few plays and short stories. They are published in the anthologies such as
Sensuous Horizons, (1994) Haunting the Tiger (1996) and The Loved Flaw (2001) and recently a novel Between
Lives (2003). In his novels he never fails to describe the region of estate life. Like William Faulkner’s Yoknapatawpha,
Thomas Hardy’s Wessex, R.K.Narayan’s Malgudi and V.S.Naipaul’s Trinidad, Maniam records about the life in
Kedah.

K.S.Maniam, is the descendant of Tamil ethnic groups in Kedah. Indenture labour system was evolved out of
nineteenth century imperial policy to get the cheap labourers in the colonized countries. Indenture labourer
system is called ‘girmitya’ system. In his In A Far Country faithfully records the memories of many Indian
especially Tamil indentured labour of Malaya’s rubber plantations. Tamils in Malaysia do not feel themselves
alienated. They celebrate their existence with the other ethnic groups. They face identity crisis in the Malaysian
multicultural society. Maniam’s works are the documentary reference about the transition from British Malaya to
Malaysia. They show the insight of both personal and cultural life of a Tamil Indian society living in the north of
the peninsula. They also work as an epitome of the lives of the proles working in tea estate and rubber plantations.

(10)
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Maniam is living with the sensibility of an intense Hindu spirituality as well as a passion for the English language.
His works are the authentic Malaysian mosaic and furnish the condition of the marginalisation of Indian Malaysians.
In A Far Country, according to Paul Sharrad, it is a “compendium of notes, letters, memories and
meditations,...enlivened by dramatic snapshots of memory, jerkily and briefly flashed up, often intense in their
imagery” (Sharrad,xiii)

In the beginning of the novel, Rajan, the narrator begins to narrate about his family. He describes about the
atmosphere of the Indian proletarians living in Malaysia. They are often seen in rubber plantations and they
spend time in toddy shops. Rajan envisages that his father has done only one adventure in his life —‘his escape
from India to Malaysia’ (IFC,4). He recalls his grandfathers’ revelation about their travel from India to Malaysia
which reminiscences the African-American experiences of ‘Middle Passage’. He presents vividly to his grandson
as,

The ship we came in was crowded and foul. The hulls were rusted. When | drank water from the taps there was
only a taste of rust. And the human dung — all over the place. The men not even closing the door. The door too
rusted to be closed. The women with just the saris over their thighs, to hide their shame. Sometimes no water
even to wash, to flush away the human filth. (IFC,5)

Rajan’s father likes to read the Tamil newspapers recollecting his past. He also speaks about the Indians who
came to Malaysia as the family members. But ‘Look where we are now. Shadows in the darkness, not even
hearing the other person’s breathe. Not even caring.... Like blind bats we come to the fruits trees. Then we’re
caught in the net” (IFC,6). Afterwards, their settlement in rubber plantations also bring them only suffering. It
shows the Trishanku state of the migrants of the “girmitya” system. Rajan’s father says, “Our lives just small
handfuls of dirt. Dropped into the Ocean, they just disappeared” (IFC,7).

The novel also depicts the story of second generation of immigrants. Rajan comes to know about Tamil roots
from his parents. His childhood life centers on in a rubber estate community. But later he grows away from his
ancestors by an English education. It promotes his earlier estate life and enters into the life of the professional
middle class as a businessman. He marries Vasanthi and they gave birth to two sons. In the opening of the
novel, Rajan is in the mood of despair and he himself questions his existence in the multi-ethnic Malaysia.
During his life in plantations, he has many multi-ethnic friends namely, Zulkifli, a Malay villager, who takes Rajan
far into the Malaysian country. Lee Shin a Chinese is Rajan’s uncommunicative neighbour and colleague.

At the outset of the novel, Rajan, the protagonist, according to Paul Sharrad, faces ‘an existential void’. Rajan
says, “I've been, until a few months ago, a successful businessman with my own firm. But now I'm filled with a
terrifying emptiness. Everything has come to a stand-still (IFC,25)”. He wants to forget his past but the past
does not allow him to forget. At the same time, his wife Vasanthi maintains her adherence of her past. She has
a simple room in their house in order to recollect their earlier condition of poverty ear. He also differs from his
father as he is more concerned with ‘land’. Rajan says, “My father’s words kept recurring in my mind as |
trudged with others : “We must leave the estate. We must ‘go to the real land’” (IFC,44). But the son is not very
much concerned with the land.

Later Rajan extends his memory of the Tamils’ cultural festivals. Both Maniam’s The Return (1981) and In A Far
Country (1993) faithfully record the Indian ritualistic prayers such as Deepavali, Thaipusam, Pongal and so on.
He also preserves Tamil ethnicity through the statue of Nataraja, the cosmic dancer of Hindu mythology or Siva,
Saraswathi the Hindu goddess of writing and learning. Maniam also weaves his narration with the South Indian
cultural symbols such as ‘vadai’ (Indian doughnut), ‘murukku’ (Indian spicy tidbits), ‘Kumkum’ (Red powder
worn as a dot on women'’s forehead), ‘amma’ (mother), ‘thambi’ (brother), ‘Kanji’ (Rice gruel), ‘sireh’ (leaf eaten
with betel nut shavings), ‘Kerambu’ (Indian spice), ‘vesti’ (cloth worn from waist downwards by Indian men).
‘Kavadi’ (Small structure carried by devotees on Thaipusam day), ‘Pottu’ (Red/Black dot worn by women on
their foreheads) and so on.

(11)
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In A Far Country (1993) depicts the elite Indian festival ‘Deepavali’. It also weaves the incidents of goat slaughter
in detail. All the Tamils are in a celebration mood and Rajan exclaims, “they shuffled, whistled sang old Tamils
and drank toddy from dirty flagons while waiting for the carcasses to be brought to them” (IFC,12). They
named a goat as Mani which will be sacrificed on the day of “ Deepavali” to Lord Kaliamma. The villagers call
it Mani as if it is one of the family members. They feed delicious food and vegetables to Mani and the boys of
the village observed all the happenings around them. Rajan remembers his childhood days of Tamil ceremony.

Through the character named Muniandy, Andy for short, Maniam paints the poverty stricken Indian immigrants
in Malaysian landscape. Rajan describes his appearance as he wore dirty brown shorts. He was darker than
other workers because of the environment smoked in his work place. Rajan also adds that if he spent a long
time in the smoke- house one could hardly separate him from the smoked rubber sheets. He spent his maximum
time in the smoke-house. Rajan did not know when he came home. He was influenced by Andy’s movements.
After some enquiries, Rajan came to know about his past. His father and Andy came to Malaysia with his wife
and she died a year later for some mysterious reasons. She was a traditional Indian woman. She became
introvert for some mysterious reasons. Rajan says,

For a time it looked as if Andy would follow in her footsteps but recovered sufficiently to volunteer to take
charge of the smoke-house. From then on this dark shed next to the estate factory became his entire world.
(IFC,19)

Rajan asked many questions about Andy’s condition. On one occasion, Rajan went to the estate factory along
with his mother. There he watched Andy’s movements. There was a communication between them with their
wandering eyes. Rajan sometimes wondered if he was in occult secret communication with his wife. When
Andy was in is home, Rajan says,

The cooking and the eating were conducted silently, the spirit of his wife all the time beside him. We never
heard him grumble, mutter or talk to himself signs that would have shown he needed and understood the
language of our world. (IFC,21).

He wore a white ‘vesti’ and shirt on pay day and then he went to buy the month’s provisions. He returned from
the town after taking toddy. On festival days, he was in solitude, in the silent smoke-house. Andy’s life is
inseparable from the smoke-house and solitude. Andy stands as one of the symbols of Indian-Tamil who is
destroyed completely by the ‘grimityas’ system.

Rajan shares his study of Lee Shin, a Chineese. He observed the Chinese keenly. The memories of his father
must have shaped his relationship with Lee Shin. The concept of ‘home’ is revealed through the characters of
Rajan and Lee Shin in multicultural Malaysia. Rajan says, “ Even though we led separable lives, we seemed to
be joined together by some deep-rooted desire for a home”.(IFC, 28). He observed Lee Shin’s activities, when
darkness came. What was he? This question obsessed Rajan for a long time. He went on watching him but he
understood only a little. Rajan made an extensive record on Lee Shin. In A Far Country contains a separate
chapter on Lee Shin study. It was an attempt to understand Lee Shin’s behaviour, thoughts and motivation.
Rajan first observed him as an independent. He had been observed by an observer for more than a month, but
he had not said even a word to the observer.

In the evening, Lee Shin was seated for some time. He was almost immobile in the varandah. He had a bright
object in his hands. He started to play a ‘harmonica’. During some weekends, Lee Shin went into the jungle to
catch the butterflies. He often played the flute which was made up of bamboo. He and Rajan worked in the
same office and they spent more time. On one day, Lee Shin invited Rajan for dinner. He ordered a number of
dishes without thinking about the taste or expense. His repulsive behaviour came out, when the waiter brought
‘the Chinese tea’. He liked and gulped it down so hastily and he spilled some on his shirt. He spoke all the while
about this and that as if he did not care whether Rajan wanted to hear him or not. Then Rajan did not see him
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for a few days and the clerk wanted to know his whereabouts. Rajan went to Lee Shin’s house and found him
dead. Lee Shin attained a kind of mysterious death.

Maniam weaves his multi-ethnic net through the comparison of both Rajan and Lee Shin. Both of them belong
to different ethnic groups and come from different background. Like Rajan, Lee Shin dislikes his father. They are
unhappy with their homes and seek a kind of ‘rootedness’ and ‘performance’. They seem to be joined together
by some deep-rooted desire for a home. It shows that both distinct ethnic races are living in a country which is
not originally a country of their ancestors. Lee Shin is fond of collecting antiques, banners, tiny shoes and etc.,
which are imported from China and also, he saves money for a real Chinese festival. He even wants his new
fiancée to change, to be Chinese. He says, “ He had filled his room with furniture imported from China or
Taiwan, which was revealing: it bore no relationship to the dull waking up every morning and taking into your
consciousness the unyielding landscape behind the houses”. (IFC, 46) In Paul Sharrd’s terms, “His (Rajan)
attempt to help his colleague by asserting their common manhood on a ‘dirty weekend’ with some prostitutes
downplays ethnic differences and attacks another stereotype of the Chinese male as lusty epicurean. This only
drives Lee Shin further into neurosis....”(Sharrad xiii). Finally Rajan resolves, “ Looking at his grotesquely
twisted body, | resolved | wouldn’t let anything rob me of my life. Nothing would distort my body or mind”.(IFC,65)

Rajan starts a business and earns to build a house. He worked in the settlement of the lands. After the settlement,
he resigned his position and moved to south. He sat himself up in the property business and it was registered
as the Apex Co.. It dealt with all kinds of transactions, chiefly buying and selling of cars, houses and lands. He
remembered another two important characters, Ramasamy and Kok. The former was the bookshop proprietor
and the latter was the rubber-dealer. Kok liked to call himself Jimmy. Maniam describes Kok’s longingness to
become an Englishman as, “” Latex has always run in my family blood you know”. He spoke a peculiar brand
of English that bordered on being half-British and half-Chinese. But in his clothes, he was unpredictable”
(IFC,69). Both of them talked about the purpose of demolishing the colonial buildings. The concept of building
and land are frequent in this novel. He says, “My land aesthetics grew. There was no need, | realized, to get too
involved with the land. That only led to despair and futility....” (IFC,77). He also confesses that the land has
nothing to do with emotional turbulence.

Rajan wanders all over the country “presumably in pursuit of wealth and stability he knows that there is something
else to life beside money and success” (IFC,102). His search for his roots and belonging takes him to search for
a tiger with Zulkifli. Rajan recollects his experiences with a Malay Zulkifli. The Zulkifli episode is highlighted by
the problem of ethnic differences induced by colonial capitalism. Zulkifli complained Rajan that he worked
only for earning money. Zulkifli says, “”"You don’t know real land” he said. “Otherwise you won’t be selling lots
of the land like this””(IFC,81). Rajan aslo confesses that as the people came to him their land, he sold them to
others those wanted to buy. He also insisted that he only helped them. Zulkifli replies, “That isn’t helping” he
said. “ You must see the real land”(IFC,81). In a conversation with Rajan, Zulkifli insists that Rajan should stop
selling the land. But Rajan replies that he does not worry to sell the land because it is not his mother land. Rajan
never agrees with Zulkifli. Zulkifli asks Rajan that he should see the “tiger” which is symbolic of the spirit of the
land Malay and also indigenous authenticity. Zulkifli insists this because Rajan wants to search for a tiger like
his (Zulkifli) ancestors. When they are in the forest, Zulkifli tells Rajan that he knows everything about the tiger
through in the instinct of his ancestors. Rajan confronts him and asks “Are you saying | can’t have such an
instinct? (101). Zulkifli adds that the (Rajan) has no ancestors here. Later Rajan realizes his “othernesses’.
Finally Zulkifli tells him that everyone has a past so ‘you must surrender yourself to be the other self’ (101).

In a multicultural country like Malaysia, diversity becomes not the cause for unity but a cause for communal
rivalry. Though there is discrimination resulting in the exchange of values there is collective ‘oneness’ giving way
to separate individualism. The word ‘Malay’ is associated with Islam. In Malaysia even Indian Muslims prefer to
be known by their religion rather than their race. Therefore, Rajan’s circle is a multi-ethnic one. He is aware of
the individual opinion rather he longs for common manhood. Rajan also stives to escape from the stereotype
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of Malaysian Indian. So, that he alters himself from coolie to businessman. Maniam’s ‘far country’ is one which
public and private identities are always shifting.

Paul Sharrad puts it, Maniam is trying to become a Malaysian even though he is a Malaysian. “This paradox of
being and becoming” (Sharrad,ix) evidently represents a social reality. As Homi. K.Bhabha rightly points out in
Location of Culture, that “the characteristics of a particular diaspora can change over time: they are ‘temporal’,
‘transitional’ and ‘transnational’” (Bhabha,224). It has been already perceived that the diasporic transformation
is evident in Malaysian writings or writers of Indian origin. Rajan’s father, the first generation immigrant suffers a
lot. The citizen of the nation i.e the protagonist Raja wants to be a Malay and also the citizen of the world. It is
replica of the typical second generation immigrant.

In an attempt to define his concept of ‘The New Diaspora’, Maniam answers the question which is posed by
Paul Sharrad. Maniam says, “Multiplicity in thought, memory and space seems to define individuals and societies
everywhere. It is no longer possible to retain the view that you come from a single-strand dominant
culture.”(Maniam, ‘The New Diaspora’) He also concludes that there is no possibility of “monocultural, ethnic
and political being when multiplicity is one’s true nature. It is this multiplicity that the new diasporic man (Rajan)
is trying to regain.” (Maniam, ‘The New Diaspora’)
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‘EMERGING TRENDS IN INDIAN CINEMA'’

Dr. Ravindra Katyayan
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ABSTRACT

Indian Cinema has come a long way in the twenty first century. It has stood the test of time in showcasing
its true potential, creativity and cultural diversity. Indian Cinema is the combination of both modernity
and tradition. In terms of latest technology, it is at par with world cinema. In fact, it is more difficult to
make an Indian film than a world film. The expectation of an Indian audience is more here. An Indian film
has to do all the tantrums to entertain its diverse audience. The film making has become transnational-
a truly global phenomenon. The intricacies of film making in India are difficult to comprehend as there
are various stakeholders to run the film industry. On one hand, it is controlled by big production houses,
corporate houses and profit sharing by the actors. On the other, there are technicians, small time individual
producers, actors, crowd funding, societal challenges, that needed to be given primacy. Society is also
changing steadfastly and so the Cinema. This paper will highlight the interplay of all these factors and
their impact on Indian Cinema. In this competitive world of film making, right from the concept of the
films, production, distribution and marketing strategies, everything has a new trend and hence, a new
challenge. This study will also try to understand the changing global trends and their influence on Indian
Cinema.

Keywords : Bollywood, Cinema, Indian, Trends, Films, Hindi Film
. J
Cinema is an entertainment medium for masses. Every individual likes cinema, irrespective of caste, class,
creed, gender, language, region, age or any other such affiliation. Cinema has revolutionised not only means of
entertainment, but also affected our lives, our society and our social system very deeply. It has always been the
most powerful tool to entertain people for last 100 years. It has gained enormous popularity, earned huge sums
of money, and influenced people at large on all fronts, such as political, economic, social, religious or moral
front. Filmmakers have used the real life experiences as well as imaginary, mythological, historical, political,
fictional imprints to express their ideas and translate them creatively into celluloid.

Cinema is a canvas where different shades of society become alive and get a meaningful representation in one
or the other form. Hindi cinema has always been very articulative in so far as varied issues related to different
sections of the society in general and minorities in particular are concerned. In the process of making meaning
films, filmmakers have done tremendous work and gained loud applause and appreciation. It has dealt with
many serious and important social issues in a most responsible manner and even endeavoured to challenge
some of them in a most pragmatic and understanding manner. Being a multicultural and plural society, we have
always faced problems of social divide in terms of communalism, linguism, regionalism, casteism, and many
other sectarian tendencies. Though these dividing factors are never welcomed but unfortunately they still exist.
These factors have done a great loss to the Indian society, culture, civilization and humanity.

In fact, right from its inception, Hindi Cinema has been a tool to deal with these very issues in a dramatic
manner. First film Achhut Kanya, made in 1936, dealt the issue of untouchability in a successful manner. It
framed the story in a Romeo and Juliet type lovers, who do not care for their families and society. Caste factor
has been really very deep in Indian society, but it has shown greater tolerance on the silver screen rather than
in the society. What is unachievable in the society, is achievable on the silver screen. In that way, Hindi films
have tried to bridge the divide actually created over the years by the society and its discriminatory customs
and traditions.

Cinema is a medium of the masses and for the masses. Cinema plays a major role to bridge the social divide
present in the masses. There have been many films, in which either main theme runs around issues concerning
women, youth, religious minorities etc. or the main protagonist of such films belongs to some minority group
and fights for the just, nonexploitative, democratic society where equal opportunities and prospects are available
for all. The category of such films include Aarakshan, Aamir, Firaaq, Khuda ke Liye, Wednesday, Parzannia,
Dor, Lajja, Mirch-Masala etc to name the few.
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The main trends emerged in the 21t century in the Indian Cinema may be seen as content centric cinema.
Basically content is king now. Earlier this was not the case alone. Films with superstars used to rule box office
collections but now there is a shift in this manner. Films with superstars are no more surity of the box office
success. Main trends in the 21 century Indian Cinema can be listed as-

—
~ ~—

Content Centric Cinema (content is King)

2 Diversity of Genres

3) Fresh Performance dominates Veterans

4) Online Viewership Booms

5) Remake in Various Languages

6) Experimentation with Technology

7) Democretization of Film Making

8) Boom in Foreign Collaborations

9 Increase of Film Festivals

10) Film Making for Festivals and other Plateforms
11) Real Life Cinema Outnumbers Fantacy Films
12) Cinema for Web

13) Cinema as a Teaching Learning Tool

Recent trends show that content is the most important part of the film. Content is now in the center and strong
content is always liked by the audience. Also, diversity of content increases the interest level of the audience.
A Wednesday, Parjania, Manorama 6 Feet Under, Khosla Ka Ghosla, Margarita with a Straw, Stanley ks Dabba,
Ki & Ka, PK, Peeku, Sairat, 26 Special, Shivaji The Boss, Queen to name a few.

Diverse social situations have provided many different subjects and themes to flmmakers. Thus many films
have been made on social realities, stigmas, rituals, traditions, problems, issues, societies and minorities etc.

Mr. Amit Khanna, chairman of Reliance Entertainment and director of Reliance BIG TV and Reliance MediaWorks
Ltd. says- “Hindi cinema has never hesitated to portray India’s caste system. Right from Mother India to Roy’s
Sujata, from Govind Nihalani’s Aakrosh to Prakash Jha’s Damul, to name a few, Hindi cinema has always dealt
with the caste issue fairly well.” ..... “Because Hindi cinema is popular cinema or escapist cinema, it may
sometimes talk about caste issues in broad sweeps. But the issue has never been ignored.”

Shyam Benegal is known for his films like Nishant, Ankur and Manthan. He showd the attrocities on Dalits and
poors by the riches and elites. He says- “The topic of discrimination against Dalits has been dealt with in Hindi
cinema. My work was, of course, more on the atrocities based on caste barriers.” Nishant, Paar, Ankur are the
films which deal the issues and attrocities on dalits by our society. Greatest Indian filmmaker Satyajit Ray Made
a film Sadgati in 1981. It was based on a famous story Sadgati by Premchand. Ray exactlt depicted the issue
of caste system in this film. Hero is a lower caste man who could not bear the inhuman behaviour of his landlord
and died.

In a recent film Dum (2003), lead role is played by Mr. Vivek Oberoi aspiring to be a police officer. Vivek is a
dalit. Like wise in films like Omkara, Eklavya and Bandit Queen, the main protagonists are Dalit and they have
become empowered by the end of it. In case of Bandit Queen, says Farrukh Dhondy, who wrote the film-
“...But gender and caste could not be separated. The fact is that Devi was raped because she was lower caste
and those men thought they could get away with it. A woman'’s life in India is very much defined by caste.”

Omkara, BQ and Eklavya created awareness about the negative aspects of casteism and put an example in
front of the audience. Also this act of empowering the downtrodden is very much appreciated by the audience.
Only sad part of this is that very few films come under this genre and are liked by the common people. Uttam
Kamble, editor of the Marathi newspaper Sakal, says- “In the Eighties, a lot of films were made on religion,
caste and other problems. Now, we don’t see those kind of movies happening.”

Mr. Texas Gaekwad, writer, actor and director, who is in the process of finishing a film on the Khairlanji murders
where a Dalit family was burnt alive in a village called Khairlanji in Maharashtra in 2006, says- “Casteism has to
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be seen through the eyes of Babasaheb Ambedkar or Mahatma Phule. Then, they would have got the answers.
You cannot see casteism through the eyes of Mahatma Gandhi who only called them Harijans.”

Though the issue of casteism is being taken by the filmmakers, no one from Bollywood ever feels to follow the
Caste system. Says Kedar Shinde, who directed Toh Baat Pakki and a few of Marathi comedies, “In Bollywood
nobody cares about caste. Your talent is the only thing that counts.” Marathi actor Siddharth Jadhav had a
love marriage with a Marathi Brahman girl and both the families accepted this happily.

Prakash Jha echoes that view. “Fortunately, there is no casteism in our film industry. We don’t look at the caste
of the actor, we look at the actor,” he says. And Jha has truly portrayed the dalit and caste factor in his recent
film Aarakshan.

A new shift has approached in this area with regional films dubbed/remade in Hindi. Roza, Shivaji the Boss,
Robot, Ravan and Dashavatar have created a new history in Bollywood. People see these films in Hindi and like
them. But then they again go and see their Tamil version and like them despite not understanding any word.
Robot and Shivaji The Boss are the best examples where non Tamil speakers liked to see the original Tamil
version. That’s why Tamil version of Robot was released in Gujarat and was a hit. Robot has broken all language
barriers and was released in Hindi region with 700 prints. Simultaniously released in Tamil, Telugu (Endhiran)
and Hindi (Robot), it has become one of the biggest grocers of Rs. 117 crores in the first week. Robot has
created a new phenomenon in Indian film industry- a powerful process ending the North-South divide. Where is
the great Tamil-Hindi conflict now? Time has changed and the credit goes to Rajinikanth and his films.

Indian films prepare a ground to develop understanding and raising awareness among the masses about the
issues concerning minorities on one hand and bridge the divide on other. Indian cinema has got a global reach,
s0 having got this privileged status, it is utilising its position in taking away this divide and bridging the gap in
a more thoughtful, understanding and acceptable manner. The challenge before Indian cinema in the third
millenium is to better educate common people by mind blowing themes yet bridging the dividing factors. By
developing more meaningful concepts and scripts, Indian cinema would definitely be in a position to be not
only vocal on these issues, but also bridging this divide in a more forceful and thoughtful manner. It is this
significant role that is expected from Indian cinema, and it will certainly achieve this in coming years, | hope.
When filmmakers own the responsibility of sensitizing the audience on the issues that make this world a better
place to live in for our generations to come and that would be the true gift to be presented to our children,
where logical and critical thinking, creativity, rationality and humanity would come to stay forever.

Therefore, Indian Cinema is still evolving as per the changing modes of new technology, emerging digital
spaces and techniques, innovative themes, fresh talents, changing society and cultures. Indian Films are having
International Collaborations, foreign investments, Hollywood producers making film in India. A lot of interests
are shown by foreigners to make films in India. Boom in Film Festivals also necessicitated the production of
feature, documentary and short films. Thus Film making in India is on a revolutionary path.
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TOURISM - THE NEW CHARACTERIN BOLLYWOOQOD!

*Urvi Parikh

e N
ABSTRACT

Tourism and Bollywood go hand in hand. If you wonder how, then let me explain. From shooting films in
exotic locations like Switzerland and Spain to conducting award shows in places like Madrid, Tampa
Bay, Singapore and others, Tourism has got immense boost from Bollywood, so much so that many
Bollywood celebrities have been signed up as the brand ambassadors for a particular state or country’s
tourism board. While Ranveer Singh is the ambassador for Switzerland, Shah Rukh Khan is for Dubai.
Priyanka Chopra endorses Arunachal Pradesh whereas Amitabh Bachchan has been the face of Gujarat
for years. With Bollywood spreading its wings globally, there are many nations that are willing to offer
subsidies, only to put themselves on the global map. Films like Zindagi Naa Milegi Dobara, Befikre,
Happy New Year are some of the recent examples of how Bollywood has ventured into the foreign lands
and made a mark for themselves by making countries like Spain, Paris and Dubai a character in their film.
It has made the audience aware about the country and its culture and boosted tourism growth immensely.

Keywords : Bollywood, Tourism, Shah Rukh Khan, Amitabh Bachchan, Priyanka Chopra, Tourism

ambassadors
N\ J

Introduction:

If there is one industry that has gained immense boost in the past few years then it is surely Tourism. A boom
in the tourism world has been observed in the past decade and there are various factors responsible for it. Be
it in the financial capacity or be it the urge to explore new places or be it the drop in rates for tours, there are
factors which have instigated more tourists over the years. Other factor, which is responsible for the growth in
tourism is Bollywood! Bollywood films and celebrities have created awareness amongst the audience and
have influenced them and their choices for travel. There is no space in tourism that Bollywood hasn’t explored.
The stars have romanced in the snow-capped mountains of Switzerland, they have kissed and got drunk at
the Eiffel tower in Paris, they have sung Hindi songs and danced to its tunes in Europe, they have celebrated
friendship in Spain and they have shot for some high-on-action stunts in places like Bulgaria and Austria.

Not just global, but Bollywood has been hugely responsible for promoting tourism within India too. There
have been many films and filmmakers who have scouted for unheard locations and captured its beauty on
camera, making people eager to visit a particular place. The way Dil Chahta Hai explores Goa, no other film
does. Shoojit Sircar’s film like Piku or Mani Ratnam’s Yuva explores Kolkata while Rakeysh Omprakash
Mehra’s Rang De Basanti takes us through Delhi and Punjab and Imtiaz Ali has made us sit and take notice
of Shimla, Manali in Jab We Met and the rawness of Haryana in Highway.

With Bollywood stars becoming the brand ambassadors of various states in India and also different nations
in the world, it only goes on to show how Bollywood is soon becoming the new face of the Tourism industry.

In this article, we are trying to explain how Tourism has become a character in Bollywood films and how it has
resulted in a great boom for many.

Bollywood and its impact on Tourism:

Bollywood, is undoubtedly the second biggest industry in the world, after Hollywood and enjoys a massive
fan following. It has a significant influence on the minds of the audience and has often given rise to trends. Be
it in terms of clothes, hairstyle or now tourism. Given that an approximate of 14 million people enjoy Bollywood
films on a daily basis, one cannot imagine the extent of its mass appeal. Lately, movies have been affecting
the choices of the travelers, not just Indian but also global. While Indians are influenced with the portrayal of
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foreign locations in movies, there are many foreigners, who are Bollywood buffs, and have been attracted to
the heritage culture and not-so-known locations of India, that have been explored in the films.

Bollywood has solely brought about remarkable changes in the Tourism industry. When Shammi
Kapoor’s Kashmir Ki Kali released in 1964, it created a massive boom in the tourism in Kashmir. Rajesh
Khanna and Sharmila Tagore starrer Aradhana popularized Darjeeling, making it one of the most preferred
romantic destinations of its time. Films like Dil Chahta Hai, Yuva, Kahaani, Delhi 6, Kai Po Che! and
now Rangoon have influenced the total demand of the packages for places like Goa, Kolkata, Ahmedabad,
Delhi, Arunachal Pradesh respectively.

Not just the famous locations, but Bollywood has discovered some lesser heard locations and world heritage
sites too, in a need to bring about fresh and refreshing locations for the viewers. Apart from the usual studios
in Mumbai, films like Lagaan, Lootera, Swades, Rang De Basanti have explored the untapped locations of
Kanuriya, Wai, Khaanyaan and Barna respectively. And it is not just restricted to India. Movies like Zindagi
Na Milegi Dobara, Befikre, Dilwale Dulhania Le Jayenge, Kabhi Khushi Kabhi Gham, New York, Queen and
the recently released Ae Dil Hai Mushkil managed to win the audience’s hearts by promoting tourism about
countries like Spain, Paris, Europe, London, New York and Austria among others.

When Hrithik Roshan, Farhan Akhtar and Abhay Deol zoomed off for a bachelors’ trip to Spain, it influenced
the Indian viewers to an extent that the tourism there experienced a boom as people demanded packages for
the country’s visit. Dil Dhadakne Do promoted cruise liners and the tourism in Istanbul and their heritage
hamam baths. Ranveer Singh and Vaani Kapoor romancing Paris and exploring the city’s hottest hang out
places in Befikre surely made for a great sight. Who wouldn’t want to be proposed at the iconic Eiffel
Tower? That’s exactly the emotion the filmmaker has explained through the movie. And it not only works in
the favour of the movie, but is also advantageous to the country and its tourism business. Despite Paris being
a hot spot with the tourists, there was a lull they experienced after the terror attacks which happened recently.
That is when Befikre came to their rescue and the French government is hoping that the tourism will be
restored soon. According to a popular Bollywood portal, Mayor Paris Anne Hidalgo, said, “Paris is a unique
and magical city for so many reasons, whether because of its culture, fashion, gastronomy ... We are resolutely
determined to reaffirm Paris’s vocation to welcome visitors from all over the world. Paris, a resilient city, has
known how to bounce back and today invites you to come and discover an innovative and vibrant city. Paris
will always be Paris.”

Surveys suggest that Spain Tourism received around 600,000 inquiries from India after the release of Zindagi
Naa Milegi Dobara. One of the film’s sequences was shot at the famous Tomatino festival, which prompted
travellers from India to visit Spain. The Spain Tourism Board spent about half a million on marketing campaigns
using Zindagi... clips. According to the Board, the number of visas issued to Indians, after the movie, went up
50-60%. Till June that year (before the movie was released in July), 46,000 Indians had visited Spain. “That
number has multiplied after ZNMD,” said Madhu Salyankar, marketing head of Spain Tourism Board. “We
offer facilitation with visas, discounts for hotel stays and travel, VAT refund of about 18% as well as faster
approvals and other such sops,” he added.

When director Imtiaz Ali explored Czech and Prague in his film Rockstar, he managed to tempt travelers to
try the destination for their next holiday trip. And not only did it work in favour of the country, but also for the
filmmaker as the Czech Tourism Board was offering them tax reduction if the film was shot there. According to
areport in the Economic Times, Indian director of Czech Tourism stressed on the fact that how they offer a
rebate to Indian filmmakers for shooting there. “We offer up to 20% rebate to filmmakers on their payments,
to both individuals and companies,” said Radka Neumannova, India director of Czech Tourism, adding, “In
India, cinema is such a strong media and communication platform...”

Filmmaker Vipul Shah, who had once shot in London for his movie Namaste London said in an interview,
“Foreign tourism boards in India are increasingly pitching for locations to producers and directors in India
offering incentives ranging from tax rebate, free stays, visa facilitation, and in certain cases, they even bear
the cost of production.”
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Box Office India, a popular trade site in Bollywood, quotes Fox Star Studios CEO Vijay Singh, “Film tourism
is considered a powerful tool to promote tourism destinations and locations in a country. India needs to
adopt a globally recognised standard to introduce production benefits to boost film production across
various locations. Production incentives, timely permits, availability of local talent, production resources and
infrastructure are key ingredients to attract foreign and local productions to shoot in a country. This will
ensure retention of local productions within the country and help position India as an international filming
destination globally.”

Happy New Year was one more such film which received rebate for shooting in Dubai. The movie highlighted
Dubai tourism through the film - The Burj-Al-Khalifa, the Palm Beach Jumeirah and other major tourist attractions
were captured in the film, tempting the audience to visit it. A major plus for HNY was that it starred Shah Rukh
Khan, who enjoys a crazy fan following in the country. He is also the brand ambassador for Dubai tourism
and hence it worked as a dual advantage for both the movie and the Dubai Tourism Board.

Dil Se was the first movie to be shot at the picturesque locations of Pangong Lake in Ladakh. This was later
on picked up by films like 3 Idiots, Jab Tak Hai Jaan, Waqgt among others. Today, Ladakh is one of the most
preferred tourist spots in India. Bollywood films have often covered sites which people don’t know
about. Guru features a song Ek Lo Ek Muft which was shot at the famous Badami Cave Temples. Aishwarya
Rai Bachchan’s house in Hum Dil De Chuke Sanam features the Vijay Vilas Palace in Mandvi, Gujarat. Amer
fort of Rajasthan has featured in films like Jodha Akbar, Bajirao Mastani, Veer, etc. Obviously, it will make
the viewers curious to go and visit the same in person. That is the impact of films on tourism.

Bollywood Award Shows and Tourism:

When award shows like International Indian Film Awards (IIFA), TOIFA among others started, it provided lot of
boost to the tourism of that particular country. IIFA, which has been held in places like Tampa Bay, Singapore,
Mauritius, Spain among others, offers great discounts and tax rebates in return of promotion and marketing
at the show. With hoards of Bollywood celebrities attending the show, it is a win-win situation for the tourism
boards.

The country’s culture, traditions, festivals and tourist attractions are visited by the popular celebs, who in turn
promote them on their social media pages, thus getting the country, the much needed publicity. For instance,
when IIFA was held in Spain last year, not only the celebrities but also the Indian media and the teams of
various celebrities traveled to Spain, thus experiencing a new destination. Naturally, it resulted in a boost for
Spain, which is already on a high post the release of Zindagi Naa Milegi Dobaara.

Roping in Bollywood stars to promote Tourism:

When a Shah Rukh Khan invites you to ‘his Dubai’ and takes you around the country, its impact is indescribable.
When he launched a campaign called #BeMyGuest, it went viral within hours of its launch. The video shows
SRK meeting tourists who have visited Dubai and treats them as he is the host of the country (read brand
ambassador).

Amitabh Bachchan has been promoting Gujarat tourism for years now. He is the face of Gujarat and has been
urging his fans and ardent travelers to explore the state which is famous for many things - Kite Festival,
Navratri, Wild Ass Sanctuary, Rannotsav etc. Kuch Din Toh Guzaro Gujarat Main became a trend with many
and was marketed widely by the Tourism Board with hoardings of Big B donning the walls.

Similarly, stars like Sidharth Malhotra, Ranveer Singh, Parineeti Chopra, Priyanka Chopra are few other celebrities
who promote tourism in India and globally. While Sidharth is the brand ambassador for New Zealand, Ranveer
is greatly promoting Switzerland. Parineeti Chopra on the other hand recently explored and promoted Australia
and Egypt, whereas Priyanka Chopra is endorsing Arunachal Pradesh.

Dance Tours, Music Concerts and Live Shows!

Not many would be aware but organizing Bollywood dance tours with popular celebrities gives a great boost
to tourism. When Happy New Year was about to release, SRK and his team opted for a SLAM tour which
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was a massive hit. While it worked as a great strategy to promote the movie, it also brought in immense
popularity for the respective countries.

Similarly, Salman is soon going to take off for the Da-Bangg tour which will happen in Australia. With Khan
sharing about the same on social media and publicizing it all over, it will make a great impact for its tourism,
thus reflecting in its numbers.

Conclusion:

On a concluding note, it wouldn’t be wrong to say that both Bollywood and Tourism go hand-in-hand. Their
equation is directly proportional to each other i.e. if one increases then the other will definitely increase.
More the number of movies that highlight a particular country/state, more number of tourists that place will
enjoy. Be it the rise in the number of tourists in Corsica after the release of Deepika Padukone and Ranbir
Kapoor’s Tamasha or the hike in the number of people wanting to visit London or Paris after Karan Johar
explored it further in Ae Dil Hai Mushkil, Bollywood surely influences tourism and is responsible the massive
boost that has been experienced in the tourism industry.
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